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Summary  
Long-finned pilot whales are a common species to mass strand in Australia. Investigating 
potential causes of mass strandings is difficult when scientists do not have baseline data of 
pilot whales. Therefore, this project aims to investigate the health, group composition and 
relative abundance of presumably healthy free-ranging pilot whales off Western Australia. 
Photo-identification and blow sample data will be collected in the field, and analysed in the 
lab. The project is a collaborative project with supervisors from UWA, the WA Government 
and Nord University (Norway). The results from this research will provide baseline data for 
understanding the group composition and relative abundance of pilot whales, and for 
comparison to biological samples collected during mass strandings.  
 
UWA Albany student 
Masters of Philosophy student (2 years), or a PhD student (3-3.5 years). Stipend required.  
 
Aims 
To investigate the group composition, relative abundance and health of long-finned pilot whales. 
 
Importance 
Baseline health and abundance/group composition data is required for a greater understanding 
behind mass stranding events. 
 
Methods 
Fieldwork (summer months) and lab analyses (health and microRNA) required.  
 
Funding 
Nord University, in-kind, other funding potentially required.  
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