Behaviour of marine turtles across Northern Australia in relation to oceanography

Project: A pilot study led by the Integrated Marine Observing System Animal Tagging sub-facility, the Sydney Institute of Marine Science (SIMS) in collaboration with Indigenous Ranger groups the Australian Institute of Marine Science (AIMS) and other Government Agencies deployed tags on marine turtles in northern Australia. These tags collect information on turtle movement but also have conductivity-temperature-depth (CTD) instruments that can provide essential oceanography data in the poorly studied seas of Northern Australia. 
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The pilot study was successful and now further  tag deployments on turtles are planned. We now seek a PhD candidate to assist with these deployments and analyse the existing data and new data to compare the at-sea behaviour, distribution and habitat use of the three turtle species and understand how in situ oceanography influences this behaviour. The successful candidate will be based at the University of Western Australia (UWA) and be supervised by a team of researchers from UWA, SIMS and AIMS. The successful candidate will join a vibrant team of students and researchers working on a range of topics in marine ecology and oceanography.

Ideal Candidate 
The successful candidate will be expected to publish the PhD research in science journals, give presentations at conferences and other fora, and work collaboratively with a large supervisory team. They will be committed, proactive and adaptable, and although supervision will be provided, the ability to work independently is highly desirable. The ideal candidate will have quantitative skills in ecology and/or oceanography and interests in animal movement and biotelemetry.

Selection criteria and how to apply
Essential criteria
· Be accepted into a Higher Degrees by Research program at UWA
· Undergraduate degree in suitable subject (Marine Ecology or Oceanography)
· Research training degree (First Class Honours or equivalent)
· Applications will be accepted from Domestic and International students
Desirable criteria
· Research published in Peer Reviewed research journals
· Quantitative skills in numerical ecology
· Proficiency in programming e.g. R, Python, MatLab 
· Proficiency in spatial analysis and/or using Geographic Information Systems
· Ability to work independently as well as in teams
· Experience with animal movement and biotelemetry data

To apply, please send by 30 September 2024:
1. A personal statement of no more than 500 words why you are interested in pursuing a PhD and this project in particular 
2. A document briefly addressing each of the selection criteria
3. your CV (including contact details for two academic referees) 

Please send to clive.mcmahon@sims.org.au, m.thums@aims.gov.au & Ivica.Janekovic@uwa.edu.au
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